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the heartfelt wish of an Englishman, but one who claims all 
mankind, rich or poor, black or white, as his brethren. 

Charles R. Law. 

I believe, Our Father, would his children, not, to conceal 
anything. Therefore I put my name in full. 

P. S. Remember, our Father's Right arm will support you 
while in the valley of death. God is with us all, asleep or awake, 
alive or dead, here, there and everywhere. 

[Two verses of " I would not live alway " follow here.] 



Surrender* of Virginia to the Parliamentary Commis- 
sioners, March, 1651-2. 



Contributed by Mr. Lothrop Withington, London, Eng. 



Report of the Commissioners. 
(British Museum Library. E 665. 3. page, 1604 to 1607. ) 
From aboard the Ginny Friggat in Mary- Land, Mar. 24. 

That all disposing and over-ruling hand of Providence order- 
ing all things according to the council of his own will hath been 
pleased to appoint, that in the absence of Captain Dennis and 
Mr. Stegg (chief commissioners in the design for reducing al 
the Plantations within the Bay of Chisapiack, to their due obe- 
dience to the Commonwealth of England) it should fall upon us 
to give an account of that work, and of the continued goodness 
of God who is still pleased to go along with you in all you enter- 
prises, to own you in them, and to crown all your labours and 
endeavours both at home and abroad, with such unparallel'd 
success, as a long time hath been, and still is justly to be admired. 

Immediately upon the coming in of that Act prohibiting Trade, 
&c, which came hither about a year since, the Governor began 

* See note at end of article. 
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more than ever to strengthen himself, for the opposing of that 
power which he saw was likely to unsettle, if not remove him 
ere long; and in order thereto he laid about him very busily and 
loudly all last Summer, both in actions and speeches, got the 
Militia of the Country to be of his party, and nothing talkt on 
but burning, hanging and plundering, etc., or anything, rather 
than yeeld to such bloody Tyrants, etc. , as he called us. What 
by threatning some, and flattering others, the assistance of 500 
Indians promised him; also by curbing and discountenancing 
the profession of godliness, and letting loose the reins to men of 
irreligious courses and principles ; he had so far prevailed, and was 
of late so far seconded by those unhappy Gentlemen that helpe 
to ruine themselves and their King, and so confirmed by the 
accession of them, and divers priests that stirr'd up the people 
in all places, building them up with stories of the King's strengths, 
successes, being in London etc and the whole Country put into 
such a posture, that indeed as there was little else spoken of, or 
tesolv'd upon, so there was small likelihood or hope of anything 
els but ruine and destruction to this poor wicked Country; 
which from the Lords hand had deserved it. 

In this condition was this place at the coming of your ships, 
whereupon they were not a little threatened by the Governor as 
Pirats and Robbers, etc. But finding the former delusion would 
not take, nor hold any longer with the People, then he gave it 
out, that our Fleet was coming to question their rights of Land 
and castel, and to bring them under a company of Merchants 
who would order them at pleasure, and keep them from trade 
with all others ; But so soon as Cap. Courtis, arived (who brought 
Copies, which he received from Gen. Deane, of Cap. Dennis his 
Commission and Instructions) we laboured to take them off from 
such Refuges of lyes, by sending abroad Declarations and Copies 
of private Letters, which took well and gave great satisfaction to 
the People. After this, we sent up a summons to the Governor 
and Councell, on the 19 Jan. We were quickened thereto by a 
Councel of War then met at James City (for Assemblies of Bur- 
gesses were discontinued & the Country wholly so governed) 
and in daily hope of the ship Johns arrivall, we were in- 
duced to overlook our own insufficiency and unpreparedness 
in point of power & directions for such a work, and in the 
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strength of God to set upon it and to that end we weighed 
with the Fleet & set sail for James city but before we came 
thence, an answer was returned to the summons somewhat 
milder than was expected, though mixt with some such politick 
Proviso's, as they afterward much insisted on, for the continua- 
tion of the government in the same hands for another year, but 
the Lord so ordered it, that our answer to their Replys, pro- 
duced the calling of an Assembly, and this the disbanding their 
Soldiers (of whom there were about 1000 or 1200 in arms at 
James City). Mutual engagements passed between the Commis- 
sioner & the Governor and Counsel for a cessation of Arms, and 
of all Acts of hostility during the Treaty in the time of this As- 
sembly, though not without divers difficulties yet without dam- 
age or harm to any, or the loss of drop of blood, the Lord was 
pleased to make the Country yours by a surrender of the same, 
with the Seals, Records Governors commissions &c into our 
hands, for the Commonwealth, upon articles, on the 12 of this 
month. 

This is the Lords doing and it is mervailous in our eyes as it 
justly may be in the eyes & ears of all that see or Know the con- 
dition of this place and the persons therein. 

We are now come to Mary-land which being a Plantation 
within the Bay of Chisapiack wee apprehended it our duty to see 
the Laws of the Commonwealth of Engl, to be put in execution 
here, by tendring the Engagement and requiring them to give 
out Process in the name of the Keepers of the Liberty of Engl, 
by authority of Parliam. and not in the name of the L. Propri- 
etor as they have bin wont to act and now doe. Wee shal 
warily decline anything that may prejudice the Lo. Baltamor in 
his just rights. Som Articles the Governor made for himself 
and the Councell, which wee agreed to viz. That he should 
enjoy all his estate, have a yeares liberty to depart with his Es- 
tate, hire any ships to that purpose either Dutch or English, not 
to be questioned for praying for, or speaking well of Charles 
Stuart in his Family or private discourse during the said time ; 
nor hee nor any other for giving their opinion in Court at any 
time before. That he should be free from molestation for debt 
for 6 months after his arrival in England, the Copy of which 
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Articles, is not at present by us, but this is the substance of 
them to our best remembrance. 

Edward Courtis Ri. Bennet. W. Claiborn 



[From] 
" Mercurius Politicus 
Comprising the summe of all In- 
telligence, with the Affairs and Designs 
now on foot in the three Nations of 
England Ireland and Scotland 
In defence of the Common-wealth, and 
for Information of the People. 

ItavertereSeria}^^ 

from Thursday May 13 to Thursday May 20. 1652." 
British Museum Library, £.'665.3, page 1604 to 1607. 



Note. 



There is no important event in the history of Colonial Virginia 
about which less has been known than the surrender of the col- 
ony to the Parliamentary commissioners in March, 1651-2. No 
contemporary account has been known to our historians, and 
they have been only able to give vague traditions of what occur- 
red. 

A reference to the Parliamentary Commissioners report in 
Gardener's Commonwealth and Protectorate has enabled the 
Society to obtain a copy, for which it is indebted to the kind- 
ness of Mr. Withington. 

Robert Beverley, in his History of Virginia (pp. 50, 51, 
Richmond edition), says: "In the year 1651, by Cromwell's 
command, Captain Dennis, with a squadron of men of war, 
arrived from the Carrebe islands, where they had been subduing 
Bardoes [Barbedoes]. The country at first held out vigorously 
against him, and Sir William Berkley, by the assistance of such 
Dutch vessells as were then there, made a brave resistance. But 
at last Dennis contrived a stratagem, which betrayed the 
country. He had got a considerable parcel of goods aboard, 
which belonged to two of the Council and found a method of 
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informing them of it. By this means they were reduced to the 
dilemma, either of submitting or losing their goods. This occa- 
sioned factions among them; so that at last, after the surrender 
of all the other English plantations, Sir Wm. was forced to 
admit the usurper on the terms of a general pardon." 

As Beverley is here inaccurate in regard to there having been 
any actual resistance made, he is also probably incorrect as to 
other details. It will be observed that the report says nothing 
of any such inducement as is referred to by Beverley. 

Ludlow, in his Memoirs (I, 387), ascribes the surrender largely 
to the influence of Col. George Ludlow, of the Virginia Council. 
He says: "The news [of the surrender of Barbadoes] being 
brought to Virginia they submitted also, when one Mr. George 
Ludlow, a Relation of mine, served the Parliament in the like 
manner, as Col. Muddiford had done at Barbadoes." 

The fact is, no doubt, that calm consideration soon showed 
the Virginians that it would be madness for them, alone of all 
the King's former subjects, to attempt to uphold his cause. It 
was in the power of Parliament to cut off their trade and this 
would have ruined the colony. In this way, no doubt, Bev- 
erley's statement in regard to two Councillors, was true of the 
whole people. Though they probably could have successfully 
resisted the small Parliamentary force then present, they saw 
that, in the end, they had no alternative but submission or ruin. 

The distinction which Gardiner made {Commonwealth and 
Protectorate) between the articles of surrender, which are the 
first of those printed in Hening (I, 363-368), and the second, 
that the last was with the Governor and Councillors, who were 
outspoken royalists, and the first was with the Burgesses, who 
were "faithful to Parliament," has no foundation. The first 
articles, which Gardiner says were as an agreement between 
equals, were concluded with the General Assembly, composed 
of the Governor, Council and House of Burgesses and not the 
Burgesses alone as the great historian states. The second arti- 
cles were entered into with the Governor and Councillors be- 
cause they had been the leaders in the overt acts of opposition to 
Parliament. Gardiner's knowledge of American history was, 
as is shown in many places, but superficial. 

Prior to the death of the King, though Virginia remained 
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loyal to his government, there was no official reference made in 
the colony to the civil war in England, except that in an act 
passed March, 1642-3 {Hening, I, 280), for paying the governor, 
the " unkind differences now in England" are referred to, and 
a prayer is made to God that these troubles may be removed 
"from his ma' tie and his ma' ties kingdom." 

The death of the King, however, produced here, as else- 
where, a strong revulsion of feeling. At an Assembly which met 
October 10, 1649, an act was passed denouncing those who had 
taken part in the King's death or who aspersed his memory, 
and providing penalties for any one who questioned the right of 
Charles II to succeed his father {Hening, I, 358-361). 

On October 3d, 1650, the Parliament of England passed an 
act forbidding trade with Virginia, Bermuda, Barbadoes and 
Antigua. 

Probably in consequence of this act of non -intercourse Gov- 
ernor Berkeley called an Assembly which met in March, 1651, 
(no doubt 1650-51). No account of the proceedings of this 
Assembly has been preserved, and only the names of about a 
dozen of the Burgesses are known; but the Governor's address 
and the reply of the Assembly to the non-intercourse act, were 
published in a pamphlet, of which there is a copy in the library 
of Trinity College, Dublin, and have been reprinted in this Mag- 
azine I, 75-81. 

In the records of Lower Norfolk is a copy of an order of 
Council appointing a sheriff for that county. The order is dated 
November 6, 1651, and it is probable that the members at that 
time were those who were in office at the time of the surrender. 
They were: Sir Thomas Lunsford, Lieutenant-general ; Colonel 
Samuel Matthews, Colonel Wm. Barnard [Bernard], Colonel 
Thomas Pettus, Colonel George Lowe, Adjutant [Bridges] 
Freeman, Colonel [Edward] Hill, Colonel Richard Lee, Colonel 
Wm. Taylor [Tayloe]. 

A copy of the Articles with the Assembly was printed in 
Mercurius Politicus, No, 103, May 20-27, 1652, which differs 
in a few instances from that in Hening, I, 363-365 ; but the 
differences are of no consequence. 

Following are abstracts from the Sainsbury collection in the 
Virginia State Library of papers relating to the surrender: 
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Instructions to the Commissioners. 

i 65 i, September 26. 

Instructions for Captain Robert Dennis, Richard Bennet, 
Thomas Stagg, and Capt. Wm. Claibourne, appointed Com- 
missioners for the reducing of Virginia and the inhabitants 
thereof to their due obedience to the Commonwealth of Eng r 
land. 

Whereas the Parliament of England, by an act prohibiting 
trade with Barbadoes, Virginia, Bermudas & Antigua hath com- 
mitted to this Council several powers therein expressed for set- 
tling, reducing and governing said Islands, printed copies of 
which Acts are herewith delivered to them, In pursuance 
whereof a fleet is now set forth under Captain Dennis to effect 
by the blessing of God the ends aforesaid, and for the manage- 
ment of that service they are appointed Commissioners with the 
following instructions, viz: 

To repair on board the ship John or the Guinea Frigate and 
sail to Virginia as Capt. Dennis shall direct. 

On their arrival to use their best endeavours to reduce all the 
plantations within the Bay of Chesapeake to their due obedience 
to the Parliament of the Commonwealth of England. Power 
is hereby given to assure pardon and indemnity to all the inhab- 
itants of said plantations that shall submit to the present Gov- 
ernment and authority, and to make such limitations and excep- 
tions as they shall think fit. 

In case they shall not submit by fair means to use all acts of 
Hostility to enforce them, and if they can by no other ways be 
reduced to their due obedience to appoint officers to raise 
forces within every plantation aforesaid for the furtherance of 
the Service, and such persons as shall serve as Soldiers if their 
Masters stand in opposition to the present Government to be 
discharged and set free from their Masters. 

To cause all the several acts of Parliament against King- 
ship and the House of Lords to be published, as also the acts for 
abolishing the Book of Common Prayer & for subscribing the 
Engagement Power to administer an oath to all inhabitants or 
planters there to be true & faithful to the Commonwealth of 
England as it is now established without a king or House of 
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Lords; also to give liberty to those who have taken the Engage- 
ment to choose Burgesses for regulating and governing affairs 
there, provided nothing be acted contrary to the Gov' of this 
Comonwealth & the Laws established. 

To cause all writs, warrants and other process whatsoever to 
be issued forth in the name of the Keepers of the Liberty of 
England, by authority of Parliament. In case of Mortality any 
two or more to put in execution these Instructions. 

In case of mortality, of absence of Capt. Dennis, Edmund 
Curtis, Commander of the Guinea Frigate, "to act as Commiss' 
and command the Fleet." And lastly, as we doubt "not but 
you will use your best diligence and care in carrying on of this 
affair of consequence with which you are entrusted, and that by 
your good endeavours it will have a goode issue, so the Council 
will take the same into consideration that respect may be had of 
your pains and travel therein, and of a recompense agreeable to 
your service when the same shall be completed and the ' ' work 
upon which you are employed shall be finished." 3 pp. {Inter- 
regnum Entry Book, Vol. 51, pp, 84-86. 

Instructions to Capt. Dennis. 

1 65 1, Sept. 26. 

Instructions for Capt. Robert Dennis, appointed Commander 
in chief of the Fleet set forth for the reducing of Virginia and the 
inhabitants thereof to their due obedience to the Commonwealth 
of England. The same recitation of the act was in the previous 
Instructions to Capt. Dennis & the other Commiss". To sail 
with the John and Guinea Frigate and the rest of the Ships that 
are ready to sail to Virginia. On his arrival to dispose of the 
Fleet under his command as they shall judge best for the speedy 
reducement of the people in all the plantations in the Bay of 
Chesapeake to their due obedience to the Parliam' of the Com- 
monwealth of England. 

To use *his utmost endeavours to seize all vessels & boats 
whatsoever found trading or which have traded with any of the 
English Plantations within the limits formerly prescribed con- 
trary to the Act of Parliament, and dispose of such men, boats, 
arms & ammunition as they shall judge most conducing to the 
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Service of the Comonvv" 1 of England. In case he shall meet 
with Sir Geo. Ayscue to give him respect as his superior officer 
& in case Sir Geo. shall arrive at Virginia to observe his orders. 
In case of his Mortality or absence, Capt. Edmund Curtis to act 
in his room. 2 pp. {Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 51, pp. 
87-88.) 

English Council ok State to Richard Bennet. 

1 75 1, Oct. 2, Whitehall. 

The Council of State to Richard Bennet, Esqr., in Virginia. 
In the inclosed letter, sealed with the seal of the Council, he 
will find some Instructions concerning himself which he is to 
keep by him and not open until the Country be reduced to the 
obedience of the Commonwealth of England; when that is done 
he ts to open that letter and pursue the directions he shall find 
therein, 

{Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 117, p. 565.) 

Petition of Francis Lovelace. 

1652, May — . 

Petition of Colonel Francis Lovelace to the Council of State. 

That petit', according to Articles for surrender of Virginia, 
was [appointed] to give account to the late King of Scots, 
wheresoever he were, of the reduction of said Colony, and being 
appointed by the Commissioners authorized by Parliament to 
make his repair to said king. Prays their honor's order for a 
pass into France where he supposeth said king to be, or else- 
where, 

{Colonial Papers, Vol. II, No. 51.) 

Pass for Francis Lovelace. 

1652, May 10. 
Pass by the Commissioners on behalf the Commonwealth of 
England for reducing the Colony of Virginia to her due obe- 
dience for Colonel Francis Lovelace with his servant, and neces- 
saries to repair to the late king 0/ Scots and to return without 
any let or molestation, "we having engaged the honor of the 
Parliament of England for fulfilling the Capitulations agreed 
upon between us amongst which this is one." 
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Signed in the name of the Keepers of the liberty of the Com- 
monwealth of England by Ric. Bennett and Wm. Claiborne 
with their Seals. 

{Colonial Papers, Vol. II, No. 52.) 



THE FERRAR PAPERS 
At Magdalene College, Cambridge. 



Communicated by Michael Lloyd Ferrar, Little Gidding, 
Ealing, Eng. 



(continued) 
Virginia Silk and Virginia Ferrar* (1626-1688). 

Allusion has been made on p. 285 Vol. X., of this Magazine, 
to the silk industry of Virginia in the earlier days of the Settle- 
ment, when John Pory was Secretary, and to the later work in 
the same direction done by the Deputy John Ferrar' s remark- 
able daughter Virginia. Among these Cambridge papers are a 
number relating to her, in print and in manuscript, which show 
the active part she took in the work and the very high esteem 
in which she was held, as well in Virginia as in London, by 
those interested in the New Dominion. 

The writ of Quo Warranto issued by King James in 1624 put 
an end to the official connection of the Ferrars with the Settle- 
ment and in the following year they left London, with its fumum 
et opus strepitumgue, for the calm retreat of Little Gidding in 
Huntingdonshire, where they established in the old Manor 
House the religious community which made such a name for 
itself in the reign of Charles I and excited the bigoted wrath of 
the Puritans of that time, resulting in the sacking by them of 

*It would seem that the papers Mr. Ferrar describes are, to a con- 
siderable extent, the original material of "The Reformed Virginia Silk- 
Worm," reprinted in Forces Tracts. The verses addressed to Edward 
Digges are, therefore, already in print. 



